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Nurturing the ocean and your skin. Blue Upcycle™ of seagrass
through cross-industry collaboration
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The seagrass Zostera japonica is upcycled into high-valued products such as paper
resources and beauty ingredients. This initiative has been named Blue Upcycle. It is also
worth noting that behind this is the thinning of seagrass for the purposes of “CO, absorption”
and “increasing clam production” being carried out by Chiba Prefecture as part of a Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries commissioned project research (JPJ008722). It is an
initiative in which different companies, LINTEC Corporation - comprehensive adhesive
products company and Technoble Co., Ltd. - active beauty ingredient company, collaborate
to comprehensively contribute to the realization of eco-friendly cosmetics.

CO, absorption through seaweed cultivation is gaining attention as a measure against global
warming. A project by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries utilizes thinned
seagrass as a cosmetic ingredient. The use of surplus eelgrass contributes to marine
environment conservation, while industrial use of extraction residues creates an upcycling
system. While sustainability, quality, and economic benefits are expected, challenges remain
in developing mixed paper and beauty components from these materials.
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